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The Arts Policy 

At Greasbrough Primary School we aim to provide a broad, rich, stimulating and relevant 
curriculum. Through a range of learning opportunities we hope to foster the development 
of creativity and furthermore we aim to provide a learning environment that ensures 
high attainment, high achievement and that enables all children to succeed.  

We believe the arts have a special place in the curriculum in helping all our children to 
achieve their full potential. All children have an entitlement to a range of high quality 
experiences, whatever their background or ability. We believe a rich and creative 
curriculum can help raise attainment by boosting a child’s confidence and self esteem. 
Learning in the arts contributes to a child’s social, physical, intellectual, emotional, moral 
and spiritual development.  

The important key components of the arts curriculum, art and design, music, dance and 
drama underpin teaching and learning at our school and are an essential vehicle for the 
development of cross curricular links between many subjects. Greasbrough Primary 
School is fully committed to teaching and learning in the arts.  

At least 20% of teaching time is devoted to the arts. Arts activities across the curriculum 
include Literature – poetry, fiction, non-fiction, scriptwriting; Performing Arts – music, 
dance, drama, storytelling; Visual Arts, craft and design – drawing, painting, sculpture, 
textiles printmaking; Media and Multimedia – photography, film, video, digital arts, 
recorded music, live / performance.  

Visits made by children to museums and art galleries as well as visits made to school by 
visiting professionals with expertise in the arts further enrich the curriculum. Out of hours 
opportunities for learning in the arts and arts experiences are an entitlement for all our 
children. We therefore provide a range of after school arts activities and organise visits 
to the theatre.  

The school is committed to ensuring high standards of teaching and learning in the arts 
and recognises the need to make the best possible use of curriculum time to facilitate 
this. Links between subjects are identified and curriculum plans are carefully structured 
to maximise opportunities for the development of creativity. A key stage plan provides 
an overview of learning in all areas of the curriculum, including the arts. Schemes of Work 
for art and design, music and dance outline the knowledge and skills to be developed in 
each year group. They ensure that each unit studied builds on prior learning, thus 



ensuring progression and continuity for our children. Work in drama is linked to Literacy 
Framework objectives, objectives for Speaking and Listening and objectives linked to 
other subject areas.  

Assessment for learning is used to inform future planning across all subjects, including 
the arts. Summative assessment in Music, Art and Dance is linked to QCA expectations. 
Each teacher will complete a formal assessment using the foundation subject tracker 
at the end of each term. The subject leader will analyse data at the end of the 
academic year. 

We see our school as a professional learning community and are committed to the 
Continuing Professional Development of staff in all subjects, including the arts. Links 
with artists and other professionals in the community are part of on-going 
development to support this.  

Through our provision for the arts we aim to:  

● Enable pupils to become literate in the arts and understand the arts as an 
important form of visual, auditory and tactile communication  

● To develop pupils’ positive attitudes and values to learning in the arts  

● Provide access to a broad range of art forms  

● Ensure we reflect the culturally diverse nature of our school and society  

● Develop pupils’ ability to communicate ideas and thoughts through their own 
work  

● Develop pupils’ capacity for imaginative and original thought and 
experimentation  
● Develop particular creative and technical skills so that ideas can be realised  

● Develop pupils’ ability to articulate and communicate ideas, opinions and feelings 
about their own work and that of others  

● Develop pupils’ abilities to appreciate the work of artists, craft workers and 
designers  

● Respond thoughtfully, critically and imaginatively to ideas, images and objects 
from many cultures  

The school is committed to further strengthening its partnership with parents and to 
developing links with the local community. Parents are invited to participate in arts 
activities within curriculum time and attend presentations and performances. Parents are 



also invited to contribute to and participate in extra curricular provision.  

We recognise that arts partnerships can enhance significantly the range and depth of 
arts experiences provided for the children. Working with an artist gives pupils a greater 
insight into the creative process and can give teachers new insight into pupils’ 
achievement and potential as well as providing professional development opportunities. 
We therefore aim to involve professional artists within our school and aim to include a 
‘Multicultural week’ within our curriculum once a year, which incorporates the arts as a 
whole.  

Specialist venues such as theatres and art galleries enable works of art to achieve their 
greatest possible impact. Such visits are therefore planned for and the entitlement for all 
children.  
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